Amendment: 14

Representative Lowe proposes the following
amendment:

Section 117- X900 — General Provisions

New:

117.fri. (GP: First Responder Interoperability) (A) For the current fiscal year, the First
Responder Interoperability Program and the funds appropriated to the Department of Administration for
this purpose are transferred to the State Law Enforcement Division (SLED). The employees, assets,
liabilities, and contracts of the program are also transferred to and become part of SLED. All personnel
transferred by this provision are to become employees of SLED with the same compensation,
classification, and grade level. Applicable contracts entered by or on behalf of the program are continued
and are considered to be devolved upon SLED at the time of the transfer.

(B) SLED is directed to administer and coordinate First Responder Interoperability operations for the
statewide Palmetto 800 radio system to better coordinate public safety disaster responses and
communications. First Responder Interoperability administration and coordination shall be funded as
provided in this act. The cost-proportional funds shall be utilized for radio user fees of state agencies
and public safety-first responders (Fire, EMS, and Law Enforcement) that participate in the statewide
Palmetto 800 radio system (Palmetto 800 participants). SLED, in consultation with the Department of
Administration, the Department of Public Safety, the State Emergency Management Division, a
representative of the South Carolina Police Chief’s Association, and a representative of the South
Carolina Sheriff's Association, shall set a baseline number of radios used by each Palmetto 800
participant based on the technical aspects of the Palmetto 800 radio system and the jurisdictional
requirements of the participant. If a Palmetto 800 participant reduces the baseline number of radios in
use, the amount of funds allocated for the participant's radio user fees shall be reduced in a proportional
amount. Procurements by SLED for the administration and coordination of the Palmetto 800 radio
system are exempt from the purchasing procedures of the Consolidated Procurement Code in Chapter 35
of Title 11.

(C) The funds shall also be utilized to provide private county and city radio systems with grant funds to
be used for purchases of equipment that supports interoperability with the statewide Palmetto 800 radio
system and its users. Grant funds shall be allocated to private county and city radio systems based on the
criteria used for Palmetto 800 participants and in amounts proportional to the amounts allocated to
support the per-site radio user fees of Palmetto 800 participants. A matching share is required by a
Palmetto 800 participant or by a private county or city radio system in order to qualify for receipt of
funds pursuant to this proviso. Each fiscal year SLED shall establish the level of match required based
upon funding provided by this act. These entities shall be required to furnish such documentation as may
be required by the department to verify that the matching funds requirement is met. Upon funding state
agency and public safety-first responder user fees and private county and city equipment purchases, any
remaining funds may be used to enhance and expand the statewide Palmetto 800 radio system. All funds
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shall be held in a separate account established by the department for the purposes set forth herein. Any
unexpended portion of these funds may be carried forward and used for the same purpose. In the
calculation of any across-the-board budget reduction mandated by the Executive Budget Office or
General Assembly, the amount appropriated to SLED for First Responder Interoperability must be
excluded from the department's base budget.

(D) SLED shall provide a report on the status of the integration of the statewide Palmetto 800 radio
system, which shall include, but not be limited to, a list of entities that are not integrated into the system
as of the end of the immediately preceding fiscal year and the reason why they are not integrated. The
report shall be submitted by October first of the current fiscal year to the Chairman of the Senate Finance
Commiittee and the Chairman of the House Ways and Means Committee.
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